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its stomach all these are a violation of educational principles. If the
parents are irritable, the child will grow likewise, and from parents
who are soft it will learn to be soft. Its ways of speech also it
will learn from the parents; if the parents pronounce words cor-
rectly, so will the child; if they use stammering or foul speech, the
child will do likewise. If they follow immoral ways, to be sure,
the child will learn them. "As the father so will be the child, as
the banyan tree so will be its fruit5'1—is indeed a true saying.
Here the word 'father' stands for both parents. The child learns
to eat the food the father eats. Later on, it will never get else-
where the education that it can receive in its home.
When we consider all this, it becomes clear how very delicate
is the responsibility the parents carry.   Man's primary duty is to
teach children purity of conduct so that they may bring credit to
themselves and the parents.   We observe of trees and their fruits
that only plantains can come from a plantain tree and that  an
excellent tree alone produces good fruit.   A fine animal has fine
offspring.   Man falsifies this rule.   Parents with a reputation for
purity have children of impure conduct and apparently  healthy
parents have unhealthy offspring.   The chief or rather the only
reason for this is that, though not worthy to be parents, we fre-
quently become such merely in consequence of self-indulgence.
How then can we be mindful of children's interests? But it is
incumbent on right-minded parents to bring up their children in
the best possible manner.   To be able to do this, both father and
mother must have received true education.   Parents who have
not done so should, if they realize their error, leave their children
in the charge of other well-educated and virtuous persons.   It is
vain to hope that children will learn good behaviour at school.
There is only one way of teaching good behaviour and that is to
give the child an opportunity to live constantly in that kind of
atmosphere.   If there is one sort of training at home and another
at school, the children can never improve.   It follows from this
that there are no fixed times when a child is to receive its educa-
tion*   Its education commences at its birth and from that very
moment begins its physical, mental and spiritual or religious training.
Its training in language starts the moment it begins to prattle. In-
struction in letters also it can have from its parents, as it plays. In
olden days, this was what usually happened. Now, it has become the
custom to send children to schools.   If parents would do their duty
by their children, there would be no limit to the heights the latter
1 A Gujarati saying

